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Update from the USA
Key issues and debates inside the 
American Sustainability Agenda



Let’s get started

with a few quotations

from some great Americans…



“Man did not weave the web of 
life, he is merely a strand in it.  
What he does to the web, he 
does to himself”

-Chief Seattle



“I am a firm believer in the people. 
If given the truth, they can be 
depended upon to meet any 
national crisis. The great point is to 
bring them the real facts.”

-Abraham Lincoln 



“The signs that the world is spinning 
out of kilter are increasingly difficult 
to misinterpret. The question is how 
to convince enough people to join a 
critical mass of urgent opinion, in the 
U.S. and the rest of the world.”

-Al Gore 



“If everything isn't black and 
white, I say, 'Why the hell not?”

-John Wayne 
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Update from America

• Social Challenges
• Obama agenda creates a house divided

• Media partisianship

• Consumerism continues to be the rage

• Violence is in the spotlight

• Old debates linger on



Social Challenges
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Update from America

• The Economy
• Strong corporate performance

• Excellent investment returns

• Stabilization in banking sector

• Low interest rates

• Improvements in employment data

• Solid performance in housing sector

• Better off than most of the world



The Economy
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Update from America

United States Department of Transportation, April 6, 2010
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